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Chapter 4

THE SIMILITUDES OF ENOCH (I ENOCH 37-71):
THE SON OF MAN, APOCALYPTIC MESSIANISM
AND POLITICAL THEOLOGY

Crispin Fletcher-Louis

Until Christopher Rowland offered me a helping hand, I had been baffled
by Jewish apocalyptic literature. With his interpretative guidance I
became, like Enoch (in 7 En. 1.2) and Jesus’ disciples (in Luke 10.21),a
man whose eyes were open to things hidden from other wise and learned
scholars. So it is a pleasure to offer Christ this study of the Similitudes of
Enoch, which is indebted in each of its three parts to his own distinctive
understanding of Jewish apocalyptic.

In the Similitudes of Enoch (1 En. 37-71) (otherwise known as the
Parables) Enoch encounters a messianic figure quite unlike a royal
Messiah after the image of David or Solomon: a pre-existent figure who
is seated on God’s throne of Glory and who will appear as the divine
warrior and judge at the end of days. He is the ruler over all, taking the
place of Yawh in scripturally inspired passages, and he is worshipped as
one who, partially at least, is included in the divine identity. Among his
titles and designations he is the ‘Son of Man’—an expression clearly
indebted to Dan. 7.13.

Much in all of this parallels the language used for Jesus in the NT. In
particular, Jesus’ talk of a glorious, enthroned Son of Man who comes as
divine warrior and judge (e.g. Matt. 19.28; 25.31; Mark 8.38; 13.26;
John 5.27) has parallels in the portrayal of the Enochic Son of Man.
Furthermore, in the last chapter (ch. 71) the human seer Enoch is himself
identified with the exalted messiah of the previous 44 chapters in a way
that parallels the identification of the Son of Man with Jesus in the
gospels.

il
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For most scholars in the modern period the connections between the
Similitudes and NT Christology have been obvious,! However, since the
mid-seventies of the last century many have shied away from any sug-
gestion that an early Christian treatment of Jesus as divine is indebted to
a pre-Christian messianic expectation preserved in the Similitudes.? The
pendulum has now swung decisively back towards the importance of the
Similitudes with the work of a dedicated team of specialists (who make
up the ‘Enoch Seminar’), who have achieved a clear consensus that,
contrary to the claims of some, the Similitudes is pre-Christian (and that
it probably comes from the late first century CE).?

In this essay I make three proposals, each of which, in their own way,
contribute to the case for thinking that the Similitudes is a mainstream,
pre-Christian Jewish text and that its contents are of the utmost impor-
tance for a proper understanding of Jesus and the gospels. And in doing
so my discussion serves as a case study for what I have in other places
labelled the ‘New Perspective on Apocalyptic’. Building on the work in
particular of Christopher Rowland, T have proposed that we diteh the old
and still dominant view that ‘apocalypticism is essentially a dualistic
worldview focused on a transcendent eschatology. Instead, apocalyptic
literature reflects the distinctive religious experience of mainstream, not
sectarian, Judaism; an experience born of the twin beliefs that (a) the
temple is a portal that offers a sacramental encounter with the whole
cosmos, and that (b) the true worshippers, especially the nation's leaders
(the priests), are God'’s image-idols (as Adam was originally created to
be), and as such are made for access to God’s own realm.* Within this

1. See, e.g., Christopher Rowland, Christian Origins: An Account of the Setting
and Character of the Most Important Messianic Sect of Judaism (London: SPCK
2nd edn, 2002), pp.180-1. .

2. E.g.J.D. G. Dunn, Christology in the Making: A New Testament Inquiry into
the Origins of the Doctrine of Incarnation (London: SCM, 1980), pp.75-8, and
L. W. Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ: Devotion to Jesus in Earliest Christianity (CGrand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003), pp.295-8.

3. For the results of the 2005 meeting of the Enoch Seminar, see G. Boccaceini
(ed.), Enoch and the Messiah Son of Man: Revisiting the Book of Parables (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007), and compare the views of the various contributions to
D. L. Bock and J. H. Charlesworth (eds.), Parables of Enoch: A Paradigm Shift
(London: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2013). For the post-Christian dating, see
especially Dunn, Christology, pp.75-8,

4. See especially C, M, T, Fletcher-Louis, ‘Jewish Apocalyptic and Apocalyp-
ticism’, in Handbook for the Stdy of the Historical Jesus (ed. 8. K, Porter and
T. Holmén; Leiden: Brill, 201 1), pp. 1569-607, and ‘Religloun Experience and the
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